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close partnership of the Colombian government and British business

WHY INVEST

WK is the second largest investor in Colonbia, after
the US. Due to Col onbia's i nmense weal th in biol ogical

and mneral resources, including oil, as well as the
construction of a new interoceanic canal, Colonbia
is having an increasingly central geostrategic role
in the global capitalist system A key elenment in
creating a positive business environment is mnimsing
| abour costs and controlling the workforce. In 1999
hal f the trade union |eaders assassinated in the
worl d were Col onbi ans. Wder socio-political conditions
favouring privatisation processes are assured by the
consi stent exterm nation of political organisers

Since 1987, five presidential candidates have been
assassi nated, as have 3500 opposition activists

I nvestors in both agribusi ness and nmegaproj ects have
vast swathes of land at their disposal which are
free of their inhabitants who have been forcefully
di spl aced by param litary terror

IN COLOMBIA

In a country of 38 mllion, over 800 people have
been massacred since January this year. O the 2
m | lion people who have been forcibly displaced from
their honmes and | and, over half have been fromthe
bl ack comunities who mainly live along the rivers
of the Pacific coast region. Many of the I|ndigenous

peopl es, such as the U wa, are being hounded into
oblivion, especially in areas rich in biological and
m neral resources

The oil, nmining, electrical and road building sectors

are pushing people off the land, resulting in an
agrarian counter-reform

These investnent conditions are being guaranteed and
furthered by the international community. US I|ed
Plan Colonbia is a $1.3 billion mlitary intervention
package in the nane of the "war on drugs". This is
rej ected by nost Col onbi an grassroots organi sations
as a war on the peoples of that country.




